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About the Play 
 
In Shakespeare’s iconic and beloved tale, Much Ado About Nothing, war is finished on the 
battlefield, but it has just begun in the heart. The setting of this play is the beautiful town of 
Messina. Here, the clever Beatrice lives with her uncle, Leonato, and his daughter, Hero. This 
peaceful scene is broken when Leonato’s friend, the prince Don Pedro, returns from war. The 
witty Benedick, Claudio, and Don Pedro’s illegitimate brother, Don John, accompany the 
prince. Suddenly, these groups are thrown into hilarious chaos as Claudio falls for Hero, while 
Benedick and Beatrice reignite their "merry war" by trading witty insults back and forth. 
 
To celebrate the return of these heroes of war, a masquerade is thrown in their honor. More 
drama unfolds as a masked Don Pedro woos Hero for the shy Claudio. This occurs while 
Beatrice unknowingly mocks a masked Benedick to his face, causing Benedick to declare that 
he will have his revenge on her. Soon after this dramatic dance, Claudio becomes engaged to 
Hero. Yet, while they are waiting for the wedding, the group of companions decide that 
Beatrice and Benedick (who have both sworn off marriage) would be better off as lovers than 
foes. Love is in the air as the group tries to bring the two together, so is wickedness. Don 
Pedro’s brother plots to overthrow his sibling with the help of his henchmen. On what was to 
be a day of celebration, Don John instead wreaks havoc as he ruins the wedding of Claudio, 
shames his brother, and destroys the reputation of the innocent Hero by framing her as an 
adulteress. 
 
Now it is up to Beatrice and Benedick to mend the character's broken hearts—it takes the 
clever minds of the two to set this hilarious and heartwarming comedy, and the relationships 
found within it, back on track towards a happy ending. 
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William Shakespeare 
is believed to have 
written as many as 38 
plays, 153 sonnets, 
and 2 narrative 
poems! Shakespeare 
was also known to 
have collaborated 
with other writers and 
write small verses. 
Some scholars suggest 
that the bard wrote 
even more works than 
are known. 
 

About the Playwright   

William Shakespeare is believed by many to be 

the greatest writer in the history of the English 

language. Naturally, readers of the Bard want to 

know more about this brilliant poet. 

Shakespeare is believed to be born on April 25, 

1564, in Stratford-upon-Avon (his nickname, 

“The Bard of Avon” comes from this), 

Warwickshire England. He married Anne 

Hathaway when he was eighteen years old and had three children during his lifetime. The 

Bard began his talented career during his twenties between 1585 and 1592. His profession as 

an actor and writer began in London, where he joined The Lord Chamberlain’s Men (later 

known as The King’s Men when King James became the group’s patron). This acting 

company was located at the Curtain Theatre until it was 

moved across the river in 1598 to create The Globe, which is 

the theatre most associated with Shakespeare. Plays during 

this time period were in high demand, so Shakespeare wrote 

and produced new ones regularly. Shakespeare would even 

act in minor roles in his plays, such as the friar in Romeo and 

Juliet. At first, Shakespeare wrote comedies and dramas, but 

later in his life he branched out into tragicomedies (mixtures 

of tragedies and comedies) and tragedies like Hamlet and 

Macbeth. He died on April 23, 1616, in the place where he was born.  
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Who’s Who in Much Ado 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Character’s Relationships 

In Love 

Family 

Friends 

Enemies 
 

Works Together/For 

Dogberry Conrade 

Verges 

Margaret 

Hero 

Leonato 

Beatrice 

Claudio 

Don John 

Borachio 

Benedick 

Don Pedro 
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Much Ado About Costumes  

Arkansas Shakespeare Theatre’s version of Much 

Ado About Nothing differs in many ways from the 

original Shakespeare production, including the 

setting. Instead of the traditional Renaissance 

setting, the director, Enrico Spada, decided to place 

this comedic tale in 1912 New England. This, of 

course, drastically changes how the characters look. 

The inspiration for the costume designer Shauna 

Meador was Edwardian period clothing while the colors came from the 

abstract art movement of the late 19h century. As one 

can see, Beatrice’s dress is in some way reminiscent of 

the men’s military uniform (pictured upper right) while 

Hero’s is more traditionally feminine, giving the viewer 

clues on the personality differences between the two. 

As a costume designer, Meador’s work involves searching for 

inspiration from the past and present 

to make her costumes as accurate and 

rich as possible. Therefore, on the 

right, in the middle, one can see a photograph of early 20th 

century police officers. All the photographs, sketches, and 

colors are used to bring the costumes to life on the AST 

stage. 
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Setting the Scene  

One of the most important aspects of play is the set. Sets can be relatively plain, like in a black 

box theatre where there can be no design at all or it can be luxurious and fill the entire space. 

Either way, a set can make or break a play. In the case of Shakespeare’s Much Ado About 

Nothing, the set helps both the characters and actors immerse themselves in the world of 

Beatrice and Benedick living during the early 1900s. The set designer, Jason Jamerson, starts 

out by sketching out where he 

wants the set pieces to be, how 

large they should be, and where 

they should be in relation to 

theatregoers. Then, Jamerson can 

digitally render his design, allowing 

him to see it in realistic proportions. 

The set that Jamerson created pulls 

double-duty by standing as the setting for both a home and chapel. This is seen through the 

panels that stand in for wallpaper, the coat racks, and the shelves that hold household 

knickknacks. The archway and pews convert the scene into that of a chapel for the marriage 

sequences and helping to reveal the details that a set designer must keep in mind as they 

craft the artwork that is a set.  
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Before The Play: Color the Dog and Crow 

During the play, the outspoken love-despising Beatrice declares to Benedick that she would 

rather, “hear my dog bark at a crow than a man swear he loves me”, meaning that she would 

rather listen to an incredibly irritating sound than hear a man declare his love to her. The 

image of the dog and crow captures the iconic “merry war” between Beatrice and Benedick 

and are symbols of the two characters.   

 

          
 

 

 

 

 

 

“I had rather hear my dog bark at a crow than a man swear he loves me.” 
 (Much Ado About Nothing Act I, Scene I) 
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After the Play: Who said it?  

 

 

1. “I had rather hear my dog bark at a crow than a man swear he loves me.”  

a. Beatrice 

b. Benedick 

c. Hero  

2. “If we can do this, Cupid is no longer an archer; his glory shall be ours, for we are the 
only love gods.” 
 
a. Claudio  

b. Borachio  

c. Prince Don Pedro 

3. “One woman is fair, yet I am well; another is wise, yet I am well; another virtuous, 
yet I am well; but till all graces be in one woman, one woman shall not come in my 
grace.” 
 

a. Don John 

b. Benedick 

c. Dogberry 

4. “If it prove so, then loving goes by haps; Some Cupid kills with arrows, some with 
traps.” 
 
a. Beatrice 

b. Leonato 

c. Hero 

 

 

 

How well did you pay attention to the play? Can you match the quote to the character who said it?  
See how many you can remember! 
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5. “This is your charge: you shall comprehend all vagrom men; you are to bid any man 
stand, in the Prince’s name.” 
 
a. Margaret 

b. Dogberry 

c. Verge 

6. “There, Leonato, take her back again. Give not this rotten orange to your friend.”  

a. Claudio 

b. Benedick  

c. Conrade 

7. “O, that I were a man!” 

a. Beatrice 

b. Margaret 

c. Hero 

8. “My soul doth tell me Hero is belied, And that shall Claudio know; so shall the Prince 
And all of them that thus dishonor her.”  

 
  a. Claudio 

  b. Benedick 

  d. Leonato 

9. “I had rather be a canker in a hedge than a rose in his grace, and it better fits my blood 
to be disdained of all than to fashion a carriage to rob love from any.” 

 
  a. Don John 

  b. Beatrice 

  c. Borachio  

 10. “There is a kind of merry war betwixt Signior Benedick and she.” 

  a. Hero 

  b. Leonato 

  c. Prince Don Pedro 
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Attending the Play 

For some of you, this may be the first play you’ve attended, and just like anything else, 

there are things you can do to make the experience even more fun! 

 

1. Please turn off your cellphones. There were no cellphones during Shakespeare’s 

time, so during his plays there shouldn’t be either! 

2. Make sure you don’t eat or drink in the theatre. If you spill a drink or food it could 

draw ants, and ants hate theatre. 

3. Stay in your seat unless you have an emergency. 

4. No pictures! It interrupts the actors and audience members. There is also the 

chance it could frighten the actors and they could run away. Then you couldn’t finish 

the play! 

5. No talking! Not even whispering, it is rude and distracts people. When you hear the 

overture (the introductory music), be as quiet as possible so you can enjoy the music. 

6. Do not kick or put up your feet on other seats. Also, no throwing things. Be as 

polite as you can be. 

7. Don’t be afraid to laugh when things are funny or clap when it’s appropriate! Also, 

if you really liked the show, don’t be afraid to stand and applaud at the end! 

8. Most importantly, don’t forget to have fun! 

 

 

Changing the Dates 
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Changing the period of the play, when it is set, can be 

very important. Take another AST play such as the 

historical, Henry the IV Part I, for example. While the 

production can be placed into another period, it can make 

more sense to set it where it took place historically. Yet, 

this is not always the case with Shakespeare’s plays. 

Many of his plays, such as Romeo and Juliet, The Winter’s 

Tale, and Much Ado About Nothing, have iconic and timeless themes that can be placed in 

other periods and times. Much Ado, for example, is set during the 

early 20th century. Don Pedro and his men are soldiers returning 

from war, and America during the early 1900s was involved in 

several different wars such as the Mexican Revolution and World 

War I. Beatrice being so incredibly 

outspoken and refusing to marry makes 

perfect sense in an era known for the 

growth of women’s rights and the birth of 

suffragettes. As one can see, taking a play 

and setting it another time is simple when 

one uses the work of Shakespeare as his characters and plots can fit 

into any time or place.   

 

Shakespeare’s Theatre 

During 
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Shakespeare’s time, theatre was different from the theatre that we know. Playhouses were 

not like the closed theatre we use now. The playhouses were a couple of stories tall and had 

an open ‘yard’. This meant that open playhouses like the Globe would be forced to shut down 

during bad weather. Plays then only cost a penny to stand and watch the show on the ground 

floor or the pit, (people who stood were called groundlings) or pay two pennies to go to the 

second level. The richer people would get even higher seats and a pillow to sit on. Acting 

companies had to begin working in these playhouses after the Vagabonds Act 1597 was 

passed. Actors and performers could no longer act or travel unless they had a patron, 

someone who gave them money and endorsed them. Shakespeare’s Lord Chamberlain's Men, 

was literally the Lord Chamberlain’s Men as Lord Chamberlain was their patron. Costumes 

were the most important items that theatres owned, most of the time they were given to 

them by their rich patron’s theatre. Since they had very little props and they only described 

the scene instead of showing it, they had to have something to draw attention. Fancy clothes 

were perfect because for many people who came to these shows, this was one of the most 

beautiful things they would ever see. Things like costumes drew in more people, and once the 

people saw Shakespeare’s wonderful plays, they kept coming back. 

Seeing Double 

During the performance of Much Ado About 

Nothing, you may be a tiny bit confused to see 

Beatrice pretending to be Dogberry or gentle 
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Leonato acting as the villainous Borachio, but don’t be fooled. These actors are performing 

the age-old technique of “doubling” also known as having a “dual role”. The act of having 

actors play two roles goes back to the days of Shakespeare himself. Whenever a theatre 

company was understaffed or unable to pay for more actors, they would have their actors 

take on multiple roles. Yet, the doubling of roles is more than just a low budget. Doubling is 

also used by many, such as in the case of Arkansas Shakespeare Theatre directors, to make 

statements about characters personalities, create symbolism, or even just to make a funny 

joke. In the case of the Bard himself, it was believed that Shakespeare would double 

characters such as Cordelia and the Fool in King Lear, and the ghost in Hamlet and Hamlet’s 

uncle Claudius, in order to show the mental state of the maddened characters. So, as you 

watch the show, take a moment to guess why these particular roles are doubled. Each guess 

helps to understand the complex characters found within Shakespeare’s plays. 

    

 

For More Information 

http://www.folger.edu/shakespeares-life 

http://www.folger.edu/shakespeares-theater 

http://poetryglc9.wikispaces.com/the+globe+theatre 

http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/23800/23845/eliz_costume_23845.htm 

https://www.shakespearegeek.com/2010/04/double-casting.html 
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Answers for quiz: 1.a. 2.c. 3.b. 4.c. 5.b. 6.a. 7.a. 8.d. 9.a. 10.b. 

 

Love  

 

Friendship        


